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SUB J : O ESTADO PUBLISHERS WORRIED ABOUT REIMPOSITION OF 
PRESS CENSORSHIP 

REF: (A) BRASILIA 7378 (B) BRASILIA 6996 

1 . USIS OFFICERS SPOKE WITH RUY MESQUITA, JORNAL DA TARDE 
PUBLISHER, ON AUGUST 31. MESQUITA SAID HE WAS PESSIMISTIC 
ABOUT FURTHER LIBERALIZATION IN VIEW OF RECENT READICALIZATION 
OF POLITICAL SITUATION CHARACTERIZED BY BOMBINGS, BOMB THREATS 
AND SPEECHES BY JOSE BONIFACIO GOVERNMENT LEADER IN CHAMBER, 
ACCUSING MDB OF HAVING LINKS WITH COMMUNISM. RUY MESQUITA STATED 
THAT HE CONSIDERED CONTINUED PRESS FREEDOM IN JEOPARDY. 

2. MESQUITA RECOUNTED THAT O ESTADO BUREAU CHIEF IN BRASILIA, 
CARLOS CHAGAS, WAS TOLD INFORMALLY BY PRESIDENTIAL PRESS 
SECRETARY HUMBERTO BARRETO AND CIVIL HOUSEHOLD CHIEF, GENERAL 
GOLBERY, THAT THE PRESIDENT IS UNDER CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE 
FROM RIGHT WING RADICALS WITHIN THE MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 

BOTH OFFICIALS PLED FOR O ESTADO'S SUPPORT OF PRESIDENT GEISEL 
AND HIS LIBERALIZATION PROGRAM. 

3. MESQUITA MENTIONED THAT HIS BROTHER, O ESTADO PUBLISHER 
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JULIO MESQUITA NETO, WAS CALLED BY AN OFFICER IN THE MILITARY 
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HOUSEHOLD ASKING FOR O ESTADO'S SUPPORT FOR THE ORESIDENT 
AGAINST RADICAL ELEMENTS. BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL, WHO MET 
WITH IULIO MESQUITA ON SEPTEMBER 3 SAID THAT MESQUITA IDENTIFIED 
THE OFFICER WHO HAD MADE THE REQUEST AS MILITARY 
HOUSEHOLD CHIEF GEN. HUGO ABREU. 

4. RUY MESQUITA TOLD USIS OFFICERS THAT HE MAY WISH TO DISCUSS 
FREEDOM OF THE PRESS WITH AMBASSADOR CRIMMINS. HE STATED THAT 
JULIO MESQUITA SPOKE RECENTLY WITH THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR 
ABOUT PRESS FREEDOM. THE FRENCH AMBASSADOR HAD AGREED TO 
"PRESSURE" THE GOB TO AVOID REIMPOSITION OF PRESS CENSORSHIP. 

THE BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL TOLD CONGEN THAT JULIO MESQUITA 
DISCUSSED PRESS FREEDOM AND IMMINENT DANGER OF RESTRICTIVE 
MEASURES DURING A CALL BY BRITISH SECRETARY OF STATE FOR 
AGRICULTURE. 

5. COMMENT: THE TOUGH NOTES READ OVER VOZ DO BRAZIL LATE 
LAST WEEK SIGNALLED A CHANGE IN THE GOVERNMENT'S HANDLING 
OF O ESTADO'S EXPOSE OF ABUSES OF PRIVILEGES BY GOVERNMENT 
MINISTERS AND HIGH RANKING CIVIL SERVANTS. THE NOTES STATED THAT 
A GVERNMENT INVESTIGATION HAD NOT DISCOVERED WIDESPREAD ABUSES 
OF HOUSEHOULD ALLOWANCES OR OF CREDIT CARDS, AND THAT ONLY 

SIX STATE COMPANY DIRECTORS WERE EARNING MORE THAN CR$80,000 
A MONTH. O ESTADO'S EXPOSE WAS DENOUNCED AS PRECIPITOUS AND 
MISLEADING. 

6. 0 ESTADO HAS ACCUSED THE GOVERNMENT EDITORIALLY OF TRYING 
TO SWEEP THE ABUSES UNDER THE RUG. IT POINTS TO THE FACT 
THAT CREDIT CARDS FOR STATE COMPANIES HAVE BEEN SUPPRESSED, 

THAT THE GOVERNMENT REFUSED TO REVEAL THE SALARIES OF THE 
HEADS OF STATE COMPANIES, AND THAT INVESTIGATIONS OF ABUSES 
OF HOUSEHOLD ALLOWANCES WERE IN HOUSE AND DID NOT QUESTION 
THE EXISTENCE OF THE ALLOWANCES IN THE FIRST INSTANCE. ON 

HE OTHER HAND, RIVAL FOLHA DE SAO PAULO PRAISED THE 
GOVERNMENT FOR ITS INVESTIGATION AND POUNCED ON O ESTADO 
FOR DOING A POOR JOB OF INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING. 

LEADERS OF OPPOSITION MDB IN CONGRESS HAVE GENERALLY 
SHRUGGED OFF RESULTS OF GOVERMENT'S SELF-EXAMINATION 
AND HAVE CONTINUED TO CALL FOR PARLIAMENTARY COMMISSION OF 
INQUIRY INTO PRIVILEGES OF SUPERFUNCTIONARIES. 
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7. THE PRESSURES ON PRESIDENT GEISEL TO ABANDON HIS 
LIBERALIZATION PROGRAM MAY BE REAL, BUT THE GOVERNMENT 
APPROACHES TO O ESTADO APPEAR TO BE MORE CLOSELY RELATED TO A 
FEELING WITHIN THE PRESIDENT'S OFFICE THAT O ESTADO, HAVING 
UNDULY EMBARRASSED THE PRESIDENT, NOW OWES HIM A FAVOR. THE 
MESQUITAS, FEELING THE PRESIDENTIAL PRESSURE DIRECTLY, 

TALKED OF DANGERS TO THE PRESS IN GENERAL, BUT, AS USUAL, 
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THEY THINK OF THEMSELVES AS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE 
PRESS. 

8. EMBASSY CONCURS. 
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